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SUBJECT: SOME WESTERN EMBASSY REACTIONS TO CONTINUING LPDR 
TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

REF: A 77 VIENTIANE 1587, B 77 VIENTIANE 1531, C 77 
VIENTIANE 1635 

1 . A WEST GERMAN EMBOFF TOLD US FEBRUARY 1 THAT HIS 
EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED INSTRUCTIONS FROM BONN TO LODGE A 
FORMAL PROTEST OVER LPDR RESTRICTIONS ON MOVEMENTS OF 
DIPLOMATS OUTSIDE CERTAIN POSTED LIMITS (REF A). 

2. ACCORDING TO THE EMBOFF, THE MESSAGE FROM BONN 
SUGGESTED THAT THE EMBASSY IN ITS PROTEST POINT OUT 
THAT A NATION WHICH WAS UNABLE TO ASSURE SECURITY FOR 
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DIPLOMATS TO TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE CAPITAL PERHAPS WAS NOT 
PREPARED TO RECEIVE FOREIGN MISSIONS AT ALL. 

3. THE EMBOFF COMMENTED THAT HE THOUGHT IT UNLIKELY 
THAT THE EMBASSY PROTEST WOULD BE WORDED AS STRONGLY AS 
SUGGESTED BY BONN (PARA 2) BUT THAT THE EMBASSY WOULD 
POINT OUT THAT LPDR RESTRICTIONS WHICH ESSENTIALLY 
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REQUIRE GOVERNMENT APPROVAL OF TRAVEL REQUESTS OUTSIDE 
THE CAPITAL WERE IN VIOLATION OF THE VIENNA CONVENTION. 

4. THE WEST GERMAN ALSO SAID THAT HE UNDERSTOOD THAT 
THE BRITISH EMBASSY WAS CONSIDERING LEVYING RESTRIC- 
TIONS ON LAO DIPLOMATS IN LONDON SIMILAR TO THOSE 
PLACED ON BRITISH DIPLOMATS IN VIENTIANE. 

5. COMMENT: THE BRITISH HERE HAVE NOTED TO US IN THE 
PAST THAT WHILE THE COURSE DESCRIBED IN PARA 4 WAS ONE 
OPTION, THEY WERE NOT PREPARED TO MOVE IN THAT DIREC- 
TION AT THIS TIME. 

6. WEST GERMAN-LAO RELATIONS, AS NOTED REF B, ARE LESS 
THAN CORDIAL, AS IS THE CASE WITH REGARD TO WEST GERMAN- 
VIETNAMESE RELATIONS (REF C). MOREOVER, ACCORDING TO A 
WEST GERMAN EMBOFF, THE WEST GERMAN AMBASSADOR TO THAI- 
LAND IS STRONGLY PRO-THAI AND ANTI-COMMUNIST. GIVEN 

THIS CURRENT CLIMATE OF WEST GERMAN OPINION TOWARD THE 
REGION AS REPRESENTED IN HER EMBASSIES, BONN'S LACK OF 
PATIENCE WITH LAO TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS IS NOT SURPRISING. 
ROBERTS 
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